CHAPTER II

FRANCIS BACON AND THE INDUCTIVE METHOD

'Sense real- MILTON and other innovators represented realism in
its early 'humanistic' and c social' phases. But the
realistic awakening did not cease with reviving the idea
represented by the word or with the endeavor to bring

seventeenth    ^ pupft ^ to^fr with the life he was to lead.   The

centuries. It           r  x

led to new     earlier or humanistic realism simply represents a stage

principles,                                                        . .

content,        in the process of transition from the narrow and formal

'        humanism to the movement of sense realism.   This later

cat1011' form of realism was a reflection of the great scientific
development of the latter part of the sixteenth and the
first half of the seventeenth centuries, with its variety
of discoveries and inventions. The first great step in
this movement was taken by Copernicus. Not until
1543 was his hypothesis of a solar system published, but
as early as 1496 there had been a dissatisfaction with the
existing Ptolemaic interpretation, and a groping after
a more satisfactory explanation of the universe. After
Copernicus, other great discoverers rapidly arose in Italy,
France, Holland, and England, and the spirit of the new
movement was felt in philosophy and education. Many
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